Accompanying statement for IA 4th Iteration report (8-7-2011)

This 4th iteration of Net Gain’s socio-economic impact assessment (IA) has been prepared to outline progress and to seek feedback from Defra on the approach that is being taken to present the socio-economic implications of MCZs to the minister. Since Net Gain’s final draft site recommendations have only recently been determined, the content of this 4th iteration IA is limited to very broad preliminary information only; no economic analysis has yet been applied. 
Where a feature has been assigned a conservation objective of ‘recover’ (because of its sensitivity to a pressure and exposure to that pressure), it has been assumed for the purpose of this iteration, that activities causing the pressure will be prohibited. In reality, prohibition of activity is not likely to be required in all cases. Further discussions are underway to identify more realistic assumptions of the management that will be required (management implications) to inform the IA. Discussions are also underway to identify the potential tools (management measures) that could feasibly be implemented to achieve the required management. These options will be presented to the regional stakeholder group on 19th/20th July in order to identify a preferred option that can be recommended by the project. If the regional stakeholder group cannot identify a recommended option, then several options may be put forward along with the level of support for each.   

Some values of fisheries landings have been included in this 4th iteration for illustrative purposes only. This data is incomplete (<15m UK vessels only) and has recognised limitations. These values, along with data from >15m vessels, will be discussed with public authorities and representatives of the sector in order to determine the level of accuracy of the values. Key representatives of the sector will also be contacted over the coming months to gather information about the likely impact of management on the value of landings from within sites, along with other costs and benefits to the sector. 
Information on the costs and benefits to other sectors is also being gathered over the coming months. Analysis of the socio-economic impacts associated with the MCZ network will be conducted in September. Further explanation of the work being undertaken to inform the IA will be presented at the large group meeting in Hull on 19th/20th July.  

