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Cover Note 

The Net Gain stakeholder engagement process involves a wide range of organisations and 
individuals interested in or concerned about Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) in the English North 
Sea. This Final Recommendation Report represents the work undertaken to date by the Net Gain 
Regional Stakeholder Group (RSG), which is comprised of four Regional Hubs and a Stakeholder 
Advisory Panel. It is the collective responsibility of the Regional Stakeholder Group to make MCZ 
recommendations to Government by 31st August 2011. 

We are making this report publicly available to ensure openness and transparency about our work, 
discussions and developments. We are not, however inviting comments on the report as this is not a 
public consultation but a participatory planning approach. We are aware that Defra has undertaken 
to run a public consultation later on in the process, after we have submitted our recommendations. 

The report contains within it the agreements, comments and caveats regarding the sites currently 
under consideration. Merely by having participated in the process, no stakeholder is thereby bound 
to agree with every statement in the report. 

As laid out in the RSG terms of reference, it is the role of the Stakeholder Advisory Panel Chair, 
Trevor Jameson, to provide final sign off of any submissions to the SAP, JNCC and Natural England.  

 

A note from the Chair of the Stakeholder Advisory Panel, Trevor Jameson: 

In my capacity as Chair of the Stakeholder Advisory Panel, I have reflected most carefully on the 
Netgain project as a whole before signing this final submission. 

Throughout, I have observed an inclusive and transparent approach, the knowledge, engagement 
and commitment of stakeholders being complemented by the tools and framework developed by 
the project team to facilitate and focus stakeholder discussion and decision making. The manner in 
which the project team has guided and managed the project has, in my opinion, been exemplary and 
a model of best practice for future projects of this nature. We are fortunate, indeed, that the 
controlling bodies have provided the framework for such important conservation issues to be 
debated and for proposals to be put forward for recommended MCZs. 

Given the diverse range of stakeholder interests and the time commitments imposed on the project, 
it is nothing short of remarkable that such a positive outcome has been achieved. Again, thanks to 
the professional approach of both stakeholders and the project team. 

It has been a privilege for me to be part of the project and with the support of Net Gain stakeholders 
gained at the Large Group Meeting held on the 19th and 20th July, I have no hesitation in signing this 
final submission on behalf of the Regional Stakeholder Group. 

 

Chair of the Net Gain Stakeholder Advisory Panel 
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A note from the Chair of the Regional Project Board, Colin Brown: 

When I was first asked to Chair the management Board of Netgain my initial reaction was that 
everyone else must have already turned it down!  It seemed such a complex and potentially divisive 
proposition that it was difficult to see any way through the labyrinth of passionately held but 
apparently mutually exclusive agendas which we would face. 

The process which was envisaged was also novel and required a leap of faith that would challenge 
the assumption that for every winner, there must be a loser. Whilst as ever, the timescales and 
budgets were challenging.  

Had I of course known then the calibre of people I would be working with I would not have been at 
all concerned.  I would therefore like to thank the staff at JNCC and Natural England for their support 
and professionalism, the fellow members of the Board for their wisdom and patience, and most of 
all Joanna Redhead and her amazing team who have worked longer and harder than anyone could 
have reasonably asked to bring this project in so successfully. 

My hope for the future is that this document will not be the last word on the subject but the first 
step in a process.  

LŦ ά¢ƘŜ 5ŜŜǇέΣ Iǳƭƭǎ aƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ 
sustainable future for the North Sea and for those communities who depend on it then this will rank 
as our greatest ever achievement. 

 

 

Chair of the Net Gain Regional Project Board and Chief Executive of The Deep.  
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Section 1 Executive summary 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ bŜǘ DŀƛƴΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ Conservation Zones 
(MCZs) within the English North Sea, submitted to the Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies (SNCBs) 
on the 31st August 2011.  

The recommendations have been developed by a Regional Stakeholder Group (RSG) comprised of 
four Regional Hubs and a Stakeholder Advisory Panel (StAP), and represent the outcome of in excess 
of 6,000 hours of dedicated stakeholder planning.  In developing the recommendations, RSG 
members have liaised with their wider sectors and feedback has also been sought from Named 
Consultative Stakeholders at the time of each formal iteration submitted to the Science Advisory 
Panel.   

In total, the RSG have recommended 18 MCZs and 13 Reference Areas covering an area of almost 
13,000km2.  Figure 1.1 illustrates the network configuration including sites proposed by Net Gain 
alongside existing marine protected areas.  Should all the recommended sites reach designation it 
would increase the total coverage of MPAs to approximately 30% of the Net Gain project area.  

Ecological network guidance design principles of representativity, replication, adequacy, viability and 
connectivity were met for 19 of the 23 broad-scale habitats found within the Net Gain project area.  
Each design principle was met for low energy infralittoral rock and subtidal mud with the exception 
of adequacy, with both habitats falling short of the minimum target extent (by 0.81 km2 and 83km2 
respectively). Similarly, for subtidal macrophyte-dominated sediment each design principle was met 
apart from replication, with one more replicate required to attain the target.  None of the ecological 
criteria were met for deep sea mud; within Net Gain there is only 4.69km2 of available deep sea mud 
habitat, which following advice from the Science Advisory Panel (SAP), was excluded from 
stakeholder discussions.   

Ecological network guidance design principles of representativity, replication, viability and 
connectivity were met for 10 of the 14 habitat features of conservation importance (FOCI) within the 
Net Gain project area.  Due to a lack of confidence in the data available for four of the habitat FOCI, 
replication was not met for sea-pen and burrowing megafauna, and both representativity and 
replication were not met for horse mussel beds, mud habitat in deep water and tide swept channels. 
In addition to concern over the quality of data for these FOCI, the Regional MCZ Projects were also 
advised by the SNCBs that there are no true tide swept channels within our boundaries, effectively 
preventing discussions on their inclusion.  

Of the 12 species FOCI present in the Net Gain project area, representativity was met for the 
tentacled lagoon worm, ocean quahog, lagoon sand shrimp and starlet sea anemone, with 
replication only being met for the latter two species. Reasons for failing to meet the criteria include 
single records for a number of species, poor accuracy of data or a lack of available evidence.  

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǘ DŀƛƴǎΩ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ from the 
RSG (either a 3 or 4 on a 4 point scale, where 1 was strongly against and 4 was strongly support).  
Conservation objectives have been drafted for all features at each site, and discussions have been 
held on potential management measures required to achieve the objectives.  There are a limited 
number of sites for which discussions were not finalised given the time available, which do not form 
part of the formal recommendations, but are included in the Annex for information.   
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Figure 1.1 Network configuration including existing MPAs and recommended MCZs and RAs.  




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































