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Cover Note

The Net Gaistakeholder engagememirocess involves a wide range of organisations and
individualsinterested in or concerned about Marine Cengation Zones (MCY# the English North
Sea. Thifinal RecommendatioReport represents the work undertaken to date by the Net Gain
Regional Stakeholder GrogRSG)which iscomprised of four Regional Hubs and a Stakeholder
Advisory Panelt is the ollective responsibility of the Regional Stakeholder Group to make MCZ
recommendationgo Government by 3% August 2011.

We are making this report publicly available to ensure openness and transparency about our work,
discussions and developments. We ag, however inviting comments on the report as this is not a
public consultation but a participatory planning approach. We are aware that Defra has undertaken
to run a public consultation later on in the process, after we have submitted our recommenslation

The report contains within it the agreements, comments and caveats regarding the sites currently
under considerationMerely by having participated in the process, no stakeholder is thereby bound
to agree with every statement in the report.

As laid ouin the RSG terms of reference, it is the role of the Stakeholder Advisory Panel Chair
Trevor Jamesong provide final sign off of any submissions to the SAP, JNCC arrdINEtgland.

A note from the Chair of the Stakeholder Advisory Panel, Trevor Jsone

In my capacity as Chair of the Stakeholder Advisory Panel, | have reflected most carefully on the
Netgain project as a whole before signing this final submission.

Throughout, | have observed an inclusive and transparent approach, the knowledge, megage

and commitment of stakeholders being complemented by the tools and framework developed by
the project team to facilitate and focus stakeholder discussion and decision making. The manner in
which the project team has guided and managed the projectinasy opinion, been exemplary and

a model of best practice for future projects of this nature. We are fortunate, indeed, that the
controlling bodies have provided the framework for such important conservation issues to be
debated and for proposals to baipforward for recommended MCZs.

Given the diverse range of stakeholder interests and the time commitments imposed on the project,
it is nothing short of remarkable that such a positive outcome has been achieved. Again, thanks to
the professional approachf both stakeholders and the project team.

It has been a privilege for me to be part of the project and with the support of Net Gain stakeholders
gained at the Large Group Meeting held on th& &ad 20" July, | have no hesitation in signing this
final submission on behalf of thRegional Stakeholder Group.

1 “\\
> . J N~ /

Chair of the Net Gain Stakeholder Advisory Panel



A note from the Chair of th&Regional Project BoardColin Brown

When | was first asked to Chair the management Board of Netgain my initial reactsthat
everyone else must have already turned it dowhseemed such a complex and potentially divisive
proposition that it was difficult to see any way through the labyrinth of passionately held but
apparently mutually exclusive agendas which we lddace.

The process which was envisaged was also novel and required a leap of faith thathallddge
the assumption that for every winner, there must be a loser. Whilst as ever, the timescales and
budgets werechallenging.

Had lof course known thetthe calibre of people | would be working with | would not have been at

all concerned.l would therefore like to thank the staff at INCC and Natural England for their support
and professionalism, the fellow members of the Board for their wisdom and patiemzl most of

all JmnnaRedhead and her amazing team who have worked longer and harder than anyone could
have reasonably asked to bring this project in so successfully.

My hope for the future is that this document will not be the last word on the sulijatthe first
step in a process.

LT a¢KS 5SSLX 3 ldAf ta aAfftSyyAdzy LINP2SO0G O2dzZ R KI
sustainable future for the North Sea and for those communities who depend on it then this will rank
as our greatest ever achiewvent.

Chair ofthe Net Gain Regional Project Board and Chief Executive of The Deep.
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Section 1 Executive summary

¢CKA& NBLR2NI frea 2dzi bSG DI Ay QaCofsaryation ZohtB O2 YYSY R
(MCZs) within the English North Sea, submitted to the Statutory Nature Conservation SMIEB3s)
on the 3£' August 2011.

The recommendations have been developed by a Regional Stakeholder @®Gpomprised of

four Regional Hubsma a Stakeholder Advisory Paii®tAP), and represent the outcome of in excess
of 6,000 hours of dedicated stakeholder plannirig.developing the recommendations, RSG
members have liaised with their wider sectors and feedback has also been sought fnoed Na
Consultative Stakeholders tite time ofeach formal iteration submitted to the Science Advisory
Panel.

Intotal, the RSGave recommended8 MCZs and 13 Reference Areas covering an arenobt
13,000km. Figure 1.1llustrates the network configration including sites proposed by Net Gain
alongside existing marine protected are&hould all the recommended sites reach designaition
would increase the total coverage of MPtsapproximately 30% dhe Net Gain project area

Ecological networguidance design principles of representativity, replication, adequacy, viability and
connectivity were met for 19 of the 23 broatale habitats found within the Net Gain project area.
Each design principle was met for low energy infralittoral rock abtidal mud with the exception

of adequacy, with both habitats falling short of the minimum target extent (by 0.&lakih 83kn?
respectively). Similarly, for subtidal macrophyteminated sediment each design principle was met
apart from replication, withone more replicate required to attain the targellone of the ecological
criteria were met for éepsea mud; within Net Gain there is only 4.6Slafhavailable deep sea mud
habitat, which followingadvice from the Science Advisory Panel (SAP), was egdiuhe

stakeholder discussions.

Ecological network guidance design principles of representativity, replication, viability and
connectivity were met for @ of the 14 habitat features of conservation importance (F@@hjn the

Net Gain project areaDueto a lack of confidence in the data available for four of the habitat FOCI
replication was not met for sepen and burrowing megafauna, and bo#presentativity and

replication werenot met for horse mussel bedsyud habitat in deep wateand tide swepthannels.

In addition to concern over the quality of data for these FOCI, the Regional MCZ Projects were also
advised by the SNCBs that there are no true tide swept channels within our boundaries, effectively
preventing discussions on their inclusion.

Ofthe 12 species FOCI present in the Net Gain project agpegsentativity was met for the
tentacled lagoon worm, ocean quahog, lagoon samlimpand starlet sea anemonaevith
replication only being met for the latter two specié&asons for failing tmeet the criteria include
single records for a number of species, poor accuracy of data or a lack of available evidence.

¢CKS YIFI22NARGE 2F bSO DFAYyaQ NBO2YYSyRS@nther 6 Sa | NE
RSQeither a 3 or 4 on a 4 point sealwhere 1 was strongly against and 4 was strongly support)

Conservation objectives have been drafted for all features at each site, and discussions have been

held on potential management measures required to achieve the objectiliesre are a limited

number of sites for which discussions were not finalised given the time available, which do not form

part of the formal recommendations, but are included in the Anfognformation



Figure 1.1 Network configuration including existing MPAs and reomended MCZs and RAs.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































